
Special Education Policy & Procedures

Rationale
The Catholic school is a Christian community committed to students with special needs. We recall the
words of Pope John Paul II at B.C. Place in 1984, "the value and dignity of the human person does not
arise from the physical or mental qualities, from efficiency, productivity, or speed in one's actions. It
comes rather from the fundamental fact that each individual is created by God and redeemed by the
blood of his Son, Jesus Christ." Our commitment is rooted in the fact that we are all God's children.
Special education programs and services enable students with special needs to have equitable access to
learning and opportunities to pursue and achieve the goals of their educational programs.

Inclusion
Assumption School promotes an inclusive education environment in which students with special needs
are fully participating members of a community of learners. Inclusion describes the principle that all
students are entitled to equitable access to learning, achievement and the pursuit of excellence in all
aspects of their educational programs. The practice of inclusion is not necessarily synonymous with full
integration in regular classrooms, and goes beyond placement to include meaningful participation and
the promotion of interaction with others.

Policy
Assumption School is committed to the education of the whole child in the spiritual, emotional/social,
intellectual, artistic/aesthetic and physical realms. As part of the CISVA, Assumption School’s special
education policies should reflect our commitment to inclusion and integration of students with special
needs.

Placement
Assumption School consults with the parents of a child who has special needs regarding the student's
placement in an educational program. Assumption School will provide a student who has special needs
with an educational program in a classroom where the student is integrated with other students who do
not have special needs, unless the educational needs of the student with special needs indicate that his
or her educational program should be provided otherwise. The emphasis on educating students with
special needs in the classroom with their same age and grade peers, however, does not preclude the
appropriate use of resource rooms, self-contained classes, community-based programs, or specialized
settings.

Student Identification & Referral
Early identification is an essential element of successful program planning for all students. Students may
be identified as requiring extra support before they enter the school. In this case, assessment and
recommendations from qualified professionals are necessary and required in order to plan and best
meet the needs of the student.

Pre-referral Activities
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For most students, the identification/assessment phase begins in the classroom, as the teacher observes
possible learning and behaviour issues. The classroom teacher (CT) begins the first phase of the process,
initiating in-depth, systematic classroom observation and evaluation. While beginning a comprehensive
assessment of learning, the CT communicates informally with teachers or other colleagues who are
familiar with the student’s learning.

Consultation with parents regarding concerns and progress takes place. The CT may discuss with the
parent the possibility of a referral to a physician for a comprehensive medical examination to rule out
any medical concerns. The teacher may also embark on a process of consultation and collaboration with
school-based resource personnel. This may take the form of classroom observations additional
assessments and classroom intervention strategies.
For many students, targeted interventions successfully address the student's needs. However, the
teacher can also work with a school-based team (SBT) for further assistance.

Through consultation with the SBT, the CT may implement and assess new strategies within the
classroom. If the student’s needs are met, the CT documents the support the student requires and the
referral process ends.
If the interventions are not sufficient, the SBT meets to develop an IEP.

Individual Education Plans
Development of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) is required for any student requiring
extensive support and classroom adaptations.
The following steps will be taken: Communication between school and home regarding the
cause for concern and the need for further planning and development. This initial step should
first be done in a meeting with CT and parent(s). A follow up letter will then be sent home for
parent consent for an IEP. A SBT will be established, consultation between the members of the
SBT will be ongoing and assessment and evaluation will be ongoing.
Any student who has been identified as having a specific learning need and meets the criteria
for a ministry designation or receives direct support from the Learning Resource Department
(LRT, EA) must have an IEP.
At Assumption School, we invite parents to collaborate with the school to develop the IEP. The
CT, Learning Resource Teacher and Principal draft the IEP at the meeting in September.

Reviewing the IEP
Assumption School meets with parents twice per academic year. Minutes are taken at each
meeting and kept in the student’s Special Education file. In order to keep the parents informed,
progress and achievement are updated, strategies are reviewed and observations are shared. A
follow-up date is also determined.
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If a student no longer needs additional support, the parents are informed. The SBT will provide
the parent with a letter of acknowledgement to be signed and returned to the school. This is
added to the student’s file.

Communication and the Role of the Educational Assistant
Assumption School employs Educational Assistants (EAs) to support student learning. EAs work
under the direction of a teacher and are under the supervision of the classroom teacher,
learning resource teacher and/or school principal. Teachers are expected to design programs for
students with special needs. EAs play a key role in many programs for students with special
needs, performing functions which range from personal care to assisting the teacher with
instructional programs. Under the direction of a teacher, EAs may play a key role in
implementing the program. While EAs may assist in the collection of data for the purpose of
evaluating student progress, the teachers are responsible for evaluating and reporting on the
progress of the student to parents. EAs do not communicate student progress to parents.
Communication about a student’s progress and the student’s day-to-day behaviours are the
responsibility of the classroom teacher. In the event that it has been established by the SBT that
an EA is to provide written information to the parents (e.g. Communication Book), the
classroom teacher must review the content and initial before sending to the parents. Parents
are to communicate directly with the classroom teacher if they have questions or concerns
about their child’s progress.

Services
Each Catholic school community is to implement a program and curriculum enabling it to accept and
meet the special needs of all Catholic students in their community. Services may include:

• Early intervention programs
• Curricular support
• Adaptations and modifications
• Developmentally appropriate programs
• Professional resources such as occupational therapy, speech language services etc.
• Educational assistant support
• Access to support from Provincial Resource Programs
• Parental collaboration through school based team
● Access to Tla’amin First Nation support services

Consistent with this policy is an effort (within financial feasibility) to make our facilities accessible for
students with special needs.

Definitions:
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Inclusion: describes the principle that all students with special needs are entitled to equitable access to
learning, achievement and the pursuit of excellence in all aspects of their education. The practice of
inclusion is not necessarily synonymous with integration and goes beyond placement to include
meaningful participation and the promotion of interaction with others.

Integration: is one of the major strategies used to achieve inclusion, with integration students with
special needs are included in educational settings with their peers who do not have special needs, and
provided with the necessary accommodations determined on an individual basis, to enable them to be
successful there. The principle of “placement in the most enabling environment” applies when decisions
are made about the extent to which an individual student is placed in regular classrooms or assigned to
an alternate placement.
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